
E-Mail from Andrea and Andy Sambrook regarding the Middlebury Airport and 
communication between the airport-area community & the Vermont Agency of 
Transportation 
 

From: Andrew Sambrook <asambrook10543@gmail.com> 
Date: Monday, March 7, 2022 at 8:29 AM 
To: Brian Carpenter <brian@champlainvalleyequipment.com>, Brian Carpenter 
<brian11.carpenter@gmail.com> 
Cc: Andrea <sambrookandrea@gmail.com> 
Subject: MANA (Middlebury Airport Neighborhood Association) Looking for guidance. Call? 
 
Brian — Andrea and Andy Sambrook here. Hope you are well. Last time we spoke you were off to move 
your daughter to Boston.  Hope that went well. We loved our time in Boston -- great Town! 
 
Because you were so forthcoming in the last conversation, Andrea and I, on behalf of MANA, wanted to 
run a proposal request by you.  
 
The MANA had a meeting on Saturday to reflect as a team on responses to follow up questions that we 
had posed to Michelle Boomhower after her visit earlier this month. As you may recall,  MANA’s desire 
is to be better and earlier informed about decisions or changes relating to Airport infrastructure. To that 
end, MANA had researched the concept of the Citizens Advisory Committee or CAC with the FAA. The 
CAC is a purely advisory body that the FAA recommends Airport sponsors set up when they are 
considering local airport development. This would include when the Sponsor is (re)formulating  a Master 
Plan. (Brian, I've attached the relevant FAA advisory circular "Airport Master Plans" -150/5070-6B .  The 
CAC is described and its role outlined on Chapter 4 specifically at page 18 "Committees".) 
 
As you know the Master Plan for Middlebury is in the early stages of work by AOT so this seems a 
great opportunity for a fresh start for East Middlebury community involvement and to develop a more 
functional relationship between MANA and AOT (VTrans). MANA believes that the use of a CAC would 
definitely make future Airport development much more of a collaborative process and less 
confrontational. 
 
MANA had put this proposal for a CAC to Michelle at the meeting. She was initially receptive and took an 
action step to follow up. However, we heard back that her staff were unwilling to consider this for the 
Master Plan development. They stated that they will engage the community with a final presentation to 
the community once the Master Plan is drafted. To MANA, this seems short sighted since it will feel to 
many in the community like a fait accompli.  The danger is that once again MANA will be in the same 
position as they were several years ago with the proposed runway extension with all the tensions that 
followed from that. 
 
MANA are disappointed with this response as a CAC would alleviate many of the Community concerns 
and prevent "rumors" about future development that we have all heard and which were raised and 
took up time at recent Selectboard meetings -- (lighting etc) 
 
We therefore developed a course of action at the Saturday meeting to further develop our case for a 
CAC and wanted to see if MANA could garner support from the Town Selectboard. 



 
MANA are therefore proposing to make a formal request for the AOT to set up a Citizens Advisory 
Committee drawn from the neighbors around the airport to provide input into the Master Plan. We are 
drafting up with a note to this effect to Commissioner Flynn and Governor Scott.  On Saturday, we 
decided that if we could get the Middlebury Selectboard to support this, this may have a better chance 
of landing well at AOT. We would like to run this proposal by you as Chair of the Selectboard to see if 
this is something the Selectboard could support. 
 
Specifically, would you personally be willing to look at a proposal MANA we would bring to the Select 
Board at the next opportunity. What issues would be most important to the Select Board?  Could you 
assist in formulating the request in a way that would be sufficient and persuasive for the Select Board 
and that they would be willing to sign and support our formal request to Commissioner Flynn and/or 
Governor Scott? 
 
There is some urgency (as always) on this because we understand that the Airport Master Plan work is in 
early stages and we would like to get involved and have the CAC up and running by April 15, if not 
sooner. In order to get the Select Board the materials and have the Town support we would have to be 
prompt.  Andrea and I are on point to connect with you.  Can we set up a call later today or tomorrow to 
answer questions or provide more information? 
 
Regards: 
 
Andy and Andrea  
 


